A\

presents its

41st Annual Awards Dinner

Friday, May 6, 1994
The Sheraton Hartford Hotel

Hartford, Connecticut

)




Welcome:

Master of Ceremonies:

Remarks:

Presentations:

Presentations:

Team Recognitions:

Presentation:

Presentation:

The UConn Club, which operates in compliance with all the rules and regulations of the National Collegiate Athletic
Association was originally founded in 1953. In the 25th Silver Anniversary year, 1978, the UConn Club officers
and Board of Directors rewrote their charter and joined the new UConn Athletic Development Fund. This was the
beginning of a new UConn Club, an organization of loyal and dedicated alumni, parents, and friends of the
University of Connecticut who wish to express their support to the University through their particular interest in

The Line-up
Dr. A.J. Pappanikou, President, The UConn Club

Benjamin B. Kirtland, Director of Athletic Development,
University of Connecticut

Tim Tolokan, Associate Director of Athletics for
Communications, University of Connecticut

Lew Perkins, Director of Athletics, University
of Connecticut

The UConn Club "Outstanding Scholar Athlete” Awards
James R. Danaher (men’s soccer)
Danielle O. Fisher (women’s swimming)
Daniel C. Webster (men’s swimming & diving)

The UConn Club "Outstanding Senior Athlete" Awards
LeAndrea Banks (women’s track & field)
Shari P. Blackman (softball)
Patricia J. Conlan (softball)
Paul S. Duckworth (football)
Dennis P. Dwyer (baseball)
Karen E. Ferguson (women’s soccer)
Douglas D. Knuth (men’s tennis)
Ryan C. Palmer (men’s track & field)

* * Special Recognitions * *

Baseball Softball

Men’s Basketball Women’s Swimming
Women’s Basketball Men’s Tennis

Golf Men’s Track & Field
Ice Hockey Women’s Track & Field

Women’s Soccer

The UConn Club "Qutstanding Contribution" Award
Geno Auriemma

The UConn Club "Red O’Neill" Award
J. Robert Donnelly ’41

The UConn Club

UConn Athletics. UConn Club membership is open to alumni and non-alumni.
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The Red O’Neill Story

The development of an award in Red O’Neill’s memory did not occur accidentally. For
two years, a UConn Club award committee researched various possibilities. Despite the many
alumni considered, all signs pointed to the Redhead as the man who combined the highest
attributes of character, leadership, athletic ability and, later, a successful career.

The O’Neill Award is given annually to UConn graduates who have gone from the athletic
fields to distinguish themselves in their chosen careers.

As an outstanding athlete, Red had to overcome the severe handicap of a silver plate in
his right arm, the result of a World War 1 wound. In 1924, he was the captain and fullback of
the only unbeaten football team in UConn history.

As a student he was brilliant, getting top honors. After graduation in 1925, he went to
Yale Medical School. As a surgeon he was well known. In his later years, he was known for
his work in obstetrics. He gave 23 years of his life to medicine before passing away in 1955.

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE % SCHOOL OF DENTAL MEDICINE < UCONN HEALTH SYSTEM

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT HEALTH CENTER

A Shared Commitment
to Excellence

The faculty, students, and staff of the UConn Health Center daily pursue
excellence in health-care education, biomedical research, and patient
services. We salute the 1994 UConn Club Award Winners — and their

attainment of excellence in athletic and academic endeavors,




Red O’Neill Award
J. ROBERT (BOB) DONNELLY
Class of ’41

As a two-sport standout and a student leader on campus during his under-
graduate days at Connecticut, and as a prominent attorney in his professional
career, Bob Donnelly has always been a success story.

During his college years at Storrs, Bob was a rare two-sport varsity captain,
serving as co-captain of the 1940 UConn football squad and also serving as
co-captain of the highly successful 1940-41 UConn basketball team.

A four-year football performer at Connecticut, Bob earned three varsity let-
ters from 1938-40, while seeing duty on both the offensive and defensive sides
of the ball. He quarterbacked the Huskies and, in his junior season, was re-
. ferred to by the UConn Nutmeg Yearbook as a "hard-running, accurate passer"
who headed up a "well-rounded attack". While serving as senior co-captain of the 1940 Husky football team, Bob was part of
what was called "the star-studded dream backfield". His individual efforts were described as follows: "Co-captain Donnelly's
kicking, passing, and brilliant running played a large part in the Husky victories...the most brilliant run of the year was Donnelly's
60-yard touchdown dash after intercepting a Rutgers pass and evading a host of would-be tacklers."

Bob also was a four-year member of the UConn basketball program, earning three more varsity letters. He was co-
captain of the 1940-41 squad which posted a 14-2 overall record. In Donnelly's four seasons at UConn, the Huskies sported
an overall record of 48-20. As a senior, Bob was part of "one of the best forward lines in New England", according to the
Nutmeg Yearbook.

In addition to his excellence as a two-sport collegiate star, Bob Donnelly also found time to become very involved in
student life on the UConn campus. He was student class president as a freshman, was a member of the Student Senate as
both a sophomore and junior, was a member of the Varsity Club as a junior and senior, was President of Phi Mu Delta
Fraternity as a senior, and was "Campus King" in his senior year.

Following graduation from UConn in 1941 with a B.A. in English, Bob added his law degree from Ohio State University
and spent his professional career as a highly-respected attorney with the firm of Clancy, Hanson, Chilman & Graybill of
Ishpeming, Michigan.

As a distinguished letterman and co-captain of both the UConn football and basketball squads, Bob Donnelly has
remained an important part of both programs by generously establishing endowments to support the J. Robert Donnelly
Basketball Scholarship and the J. Robert Donnelly Football Scholarship at his alma mater.

Bob, and his wife Mary Jane, reside in Republic, Ml, and Nokomis, FL.
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Outstanding Contribution Award
Geno Auriemma

In his nine years as University of Connecticut women's basketball coach,
Geno Auriemma has established one of the premier women's basketball pro-
grams in the nation. As the 40-year old Auriemma and his coaching staff have
built Connecticut into a Top 10 program through intensive national recruiting
efforts and a national-caliber schedule, his student-athletes, at the same time,
also have achieved academic excellence in the classroom. Connecticut women's
basketball has been developed into the "total program" of athletic and aca-
demic excellence under Auriemma's direction.

Arriving at UConn in August of 1985 from the University of Virginia where
he was the assistant women's coach, Auriemma inherited a UConn program
which had just one winning season in its prior 11-year history. A summation of
the Connecticut women's basketball program's achievements since then would
be as follows: a 1991 NCAA Final Four appearance and an NCAA Final Eight showing in 1994; four BIG EAST Conference
regular season championships in 1988-89, 1989-30, 1990-91 and 1993-94; three BIG EAST Tournament titles in 1989, 1991
and 1994; and a 100 percent graduation rate of his recruited student-athletes who completed their eligibility at Connecticut;
an overall record of 192 wins and 81 losses, for a 70.3 winning percentage. Ranked among the national leaders in victories
and academic achievement, UConn women's basketball stands No. 8 nationally in Division | victories since 1988-89, going
147-42 (77.8%) during this span, and is one of only 12 teams to advance to the NCAA National Championship each of the
last six years. Impressively, during 1991-92, 1992-93 and 1993-94, 12 of the 15 UConn starters (eight different players and
four each year) have been Dean’s List students, an achievement virtually unmatched across the nation.

This past season, Auriemma was voted the 1993-94 Converse District | Coach of the Year as the Huskies compiled
a 30-3 record, won both the BIG EAST regular season championship and BIG EAST Tournament championship and fin-
ished the year ranked No. 3 nationally in the final Associated Press Top 25 Poll, the highest rank ever achieved by a BIG
EAST women's team. UConn, with six Dean's List students on the 12-player roster, also gained the program's first-ever No.
1 regional rank in the NCAA Tournament before advancing to the East Regional Championship Game ("Final Eight").

In the past nine seasons, Auriemma's Huskies have set numerous BIG EAST Conference and UConn women's
basketball records, including every BIG EAST season and single game attendance record. UConn is the only BIG EAST
team to win four BIG EAST regular season championships, and is the only league program to advance to the NCAA
Tournament Final Four (1991) or to the Tournament's Regional Championship (“Elite Eight" in1991 and 1994).

Under Auriemma, Connecticut has had two national Kodak First Team All-America performers-- Rebecca Lobo in
1993-94 and Kerry Bascom in 1990-91; two GTE/CoSIDA National Academic All-America Scholar-Athletes in Lobo, a First
Team choice in 1993-94 and Wendy Davis, a Second Team pick in '91-92; two BIG EAST Women's Basketball Scholar-
Athletes of the Year (Lobo in '93-94, Wendy Davis in '91-92); along with numerous players who have earned All-BIG EAST
Conference awards and BIG EAST Academic All-Star Team honors.

In addition to his coaching duties, Auriemma serves as chair of the Kodak All-America Selection Commitee and is
involved in the USA Basketball development program. He coached the East Team at the United States Olympic Festival '93,
which took place in San Antonio, TX this past July. Auriemma also is involved in numerous regional and state charitable
efforts. The three-year chair of the Why Me of New England, a fund-raising organization for breast cancer research, he also
serves as the state chair for the American Heart Association. In the fall of 1993, Auriemma was made an honorary member
of the Mortar Board, the national academic honor society, for his promotion of academic excellence and for his outstanding
contributions and service to the UConn community.

Auriemma is a 1981 graduate of West Chester, with a B.A. in political science. He resides in Manchester, CT, with
his wife Kathy, and their three children -- Jenna, 10, Alysa, 8, and Michael, 5.
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James R. Danaher
Men's Soccer -- Milwaukee, WI

One of the three "Outstanding Senior Scholar Athletes" honored tonight,
James concluded his Husky soccer career with numerous scholar athlete ac-
colades this year.

Danaher is a Dean's List student as a double major in English and history.
Carrying a 3.46 grade-point average (on a 4.0 scale), Danaher has attained
Dean's List status four times in his first seven semesters. In 1993-94, Danaher
earned "scholar-athlete" honors as an adidas Scholar-Athlete SoccerAll-America
Second Team and BIG EAST Conference Academic All-Star honors.

Co-captain of the 1993 soccer squad, James earned Intercollegiate Soccer
Association of America (ISAA) National Senior Recognition Team honors and
was a 1993 Second Team All-New England and First Team All-BIG EAST Con-
ference performer while also participating in the 1993 New England Intercolle-
giate Soccer All-Star Game. James played his final two seasons at UConn
after transferring from Marquette University in the spring of 1992. He started each game the last two years (38), collecting two
goals and 18 assists for 22 points. In his four-year career, Danaher had seven goals and 31 assists (45 points). As a senior,
James was second in Husky scoring with two goals and a team-high 16 assists. Those 16 assists were the most by any Husky
player since 1981, and he ranked third nationally in assists at the end of the regular season.

Danaher graduates with the distinction of being the only player in the 63-year history of Connecticut soccer to be a
two-time recipient of both the UConn soccer Dr. John Y. Squires "Most Valuable Player" and Herbert Tryon Clark, Jr. "Most
Outstanding Scholar" awards. He earned both awards as a junior and senior. In December of 1993, Danaher was drafted to
play in the National Professional Soccer League (NPSL), as he was a second round pick of the Buffalo Blizzard.

He is a graduate of Marquette (WI) High School, where he was an All-America and All-State soccer performer.

Congratulations to Coach Geno Auriemma
and the Women’s Basketball team
on their outstanding contribution to the

University of Connecticut and Basketball.

We’re proud to have you on our team.
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Danielle O. Fisher
Women's Swimming & Diving -- Osprey, FL

An "Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete", Danielle finishes her career hav-
ing been a large part of the most successful period in the history of UConn
swimming and diving. She was a tri-captain for this year's women's squad that
captured the first major post season championship in UConn swimming and
diving history - the 1994 ECAC Division | Championship. Competing at the
ECAC's were 44 teams and over 700 student-athletes.

Danielle is a seven-time New England champion, having won the 200 indi-
vidual medley and 200 breaststroke in 1991; the 100 & 200 breaststroke in
1992 and 1993; and the 100 breaststroke in 1994. Through her domination of
the New England Swimming and Diving Championship over the past four years,
Danielle became the first UConn swimmer ever to earn the prestigious "Kay
Fromer Award", given annually to the senior swimmer who scores the most
points in the New England Championship over their four-year career.

Among her other athletic achievements, Fisher was a four-year finalist in
the BIG EAST Championship in the 100 & 200 breaststroke and the 200 individual medley, earning a third place finish in the
200 breaststroke in 1992 in a UConn record time of 2:20.88. This year, she broke her own record in the 100 breaststroke at the
BIG EAST Championship with a time of 1:05.97. Fisher was a UConn Swimming "Outstanding Freshman" in 1990-91 and
has been the UConn Swimming's "Outstanding Athlete" the past three seasons (1991-92, 1992-93 & 1993-94).

In the classroom, her achievements have been just as impressive. A sociology major, Danielle is a two-time member
of the BIG EAST Academic All-Star team, earning the distinction in 1992-93 and 1993-94. Carrying a 3.13 overall grade-point
average, Danielle has attained Dean's List status three semesters. She also was accepted to the University's prestigious
Honors Program in the spring of 1993.

Danielle graduated from Venice High School in Venice, FL where she was an All-State swimming standout.
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UConn Athletic Program
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We Congratulate All
University Of Connecticut
Scholar-Athletes
And Are Proud To Be
A UConn Huskies
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gional Diving Championship meet. In 1993, h

In the classroom, Dan is a sport science major, with his concentration in athletic training. He carries a 3.125
overall grade-point average, with his upper division cumulative G.P.A. a 3.387. A two-year member of the BIG EAST
Academic All-Star Team (as a junior and senior in 1992-93 and 1993-94), he also attained Dean's List status for the 1993
fall semester.

Daniel C. Webster
Men's Swimming & Diving -- West Hartford, CT

As a recipient of an "Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete" award, Dan
finishes his career having set the standard for all future divers in UConn
swimming and diving while compiling an impressive academic record. Dan
is a two-time BIG EAST Conference Academic All-Star, earning the distinc-
tion in 1992-93 and 1993-94. He is a three-time New England Diving Cham-
pion, capturing the one-meter championship in 1993 and both the one and
three-meter championships in 1994. For his accomplishments this past winter,
Dan was named the New England Championship "Diver of the Meet".

Webster concluded his career earning the prestigious "Hugh McCurdy
Award", given annually to the senior diver who has accumulated the most
points in the New England Championship in his four-year career.

He was a four-time finalist in the BIG EAST Conference Swimming and
Diving Championship, and also was a four-time qualifier for the NCAA Re-
e was also named UConn's "Most Valuable Diver".

Webster graduated from Conard High School in West Hartford, CT, where he was an All-State diver and golfer.
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“Fireworks- An American Tradition”
Washington Fireworks Company, Inc.
900 Rhode Island Avenue, N.E.
Washington, DC 20018

In Memory of
Milton Dropo ‘48
Founder and Chairman of the Board
George Dropo ‘55 President
Walter Dropo ‘48 Vice President

ANDERSEN CONSULTING
CONGRATULATES

UCONN ATHLETES

ON THEIR
ACHIEVEMENTS

I

Fleet Bank

A Member of Fleet Financial Group

We'te here to make a difference>

Vernon/ Hartford
Quality Inn & Conference Center

® 127 Rooms o 18 Hole, Par 3 Golf
¢ Quedoor Swimming Pool @ Go-Kares & Recreation Area
¢ Miniature Golf ® Adjacent Health/Fitness Facility
¢ Cinema I & I ® Special Group Rates &
® Restaurant & Weekend Package
Cocktail Lounge ¢ Complimentary Continental Breakfast

51 Hartford Turnpike, Vemon, CT 06066
(I-B4, exit 63) 9 miles East of Hardford

203-646-5700 or 800-235-INNS

WILLINGTON

PlzzA
22

i NOUSE
Rt. 32 Rt. 74
Willington Trading Ctr. Phelps Crossing
429-7433 429-9030

WOLFF-ZACKIN & ASSOCIATES, INC.
"Service Beyond the Contract"

P.O. Box 2220, Vernon, CT 06066




LeAndrea Banks
Women's Track & Field -- Hartford, CT

LeAndrea will conclude her UConn track and field career as one
of the premier middle distance runners in the region. LeAndrea has earned
two New England Indoor Championship titles -- as the indoor 600 yard
titlist in 1991 as a freshman, and as a member of UConn's victorious 4x400
meter outdoor relay team in 1993. In addition, she also has earned All-
New England indoor honors in the 600 yard and 800 meter races and as a
member of UConn's 4x800 m relay team. LeAndrea also has receivedAll-
ECAC Conference honors for her top finishes in the 500 meter run, the
distance medley relay and the 4x400 m relay.

She has been a key point scorer for the UConn women's track
and field squad in each of her four seasons, as the Huskies have won an
unprecedented eight consecutive New England team championships --
five consecutive indoor titles and three successive outdoor titles. Four of

those indoor titles came during Banks' career, along with the three outdoor championships.

This past winter, LeAndrea helped the UConn indoor squad to its New England Championship title. She gainedAll-

New England honors with her second-place finish in the 800 meter run in a school-record time of 2:11.89. Outdoors, she
began the spring campaign in fine fashion with a first-place finish at 800 meters at the Miami Invitational on April 10.

Banks is the holder or co-holder of four school records (three indoor, one outdoor). Indoors, she holds UConn

records for 500 meters (1:13.70) and 800 meters (2:11.33), set as a senior this past winter, and is the 600 yard run recordholder
(1:23.31) which she set in 1991. Her outdoor school record is for the 4x800 m relay (8:54.82).

A psychology major, LeAndrea is a graduate of Bloomfield (CT) High School where she was an All-New England

and All-State cross country, middle distance and relay performer.
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CONGRATULATIONS
AWARD RECIPIENTS
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Shari P. Blackman
Women's Softball -- Ledyard, CT

One of the nation's finest softball players, Shari has been voted the
top second baseman in New England the last two years and the premier in
the ECAC Conference last spring. In 1993, she gained FirstTeamAIll-ECAC,
First TeamAll-Northeast, First TeamAll-New England and FirstTeamAll-BIG
EAST Conference honors. She helped lead the Huskies to their finest finish
ever -- a tie for fifth place at the elite NCAA Tournament Women's College
World Series, the "final eight" of Division | softball, as UConn went 45-14. As
a junior, Shari led the team in batting average (.371), base hits (69), sacri-
fices (15) and assists (149), and set the UConn season record for singles
with 63.

This season, through 27 games (as of April 18), Shari was leading
the Huskies in five categories -- batting average (.364), base hits (32), runs
(18), on-base percentage (.411) and fielding percentage (.985). She also
became only the third player in UConn softball history to surpass the 200-career hit milestone this spring. Twice, she was
named the BIG EAST Conference Player of the Week.

Shari ranks among the leaders in numerous Connecticut softball career and single season records. The UConn
career record-holder in sacrifice hits (48), she also stands as follows in the Husky career record book: No. 2 in singles (with
183) and stolen bases (38); No. 3 in base hits with 202; No. 4 in runs scored (with 98) and total bases (232); No. 6 in games
played (with 186). She also holds single season records for singles (with 63), sacrifices (with 16) and assists (with 149).

In addition to her 1993 honors, Blackman also earned ECAC All-Conference Second Team, All-Northeast First Team
and New England First Team honors as a sophomore. During her freshman, sophomore and junior seasons, she has helped
the Connecticut softball team to three NCAA National Tournament appearances, including last year's NCAA Regional Cham-
pionship and a trip to the Women's College World Series. In these three years, Blackman helped UConn to the No. 14 ranking
in the final 1992 NCAA Division | Poll, to three BIG EAST Conference Tournament championships and to the first three BIG
EAST regular season championships in conference history in 1992,1993 and 1994. Through games of April 15, Connecticut
softball had compiled a sparkling record of 137 wins, 52 losses and one tie, a 72.1 winning percentage, during Blackman's
three-plus year career.

A Dean's List sport marketing major, Shari is a graduate of Ledyard (CT) High School, where she was an All-State
softball performer.
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Congratulations
from
HOLIDAY SPIRITS
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Largest and Best Stocked
Spirit Shop in Town
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