THE UCONN CLUB

presents its

43rd Annual Awards
Dinner

Friday, May 3, 1996
The Radisson Hotel & Conference Center

Cromwell, Connecticut




Catching the winning pass.
E AI l I I E Shooting the final basket.
Driving home the winning run.

Sinking the winning

putt. First Union
knows what it takes

to be the very best.

And we salute the spirit
OMPE I I I I O ‘ \ ‘ of athletic competition
@ in our community.

When it comes to service,
everything matters.”

FIRSON

First Union National Banks>

©1994 First Union Corporation Member FDIC




Welcome:

Master of Ceremonies:

Remarks:

Presentations:

Team
Recognitions:

The Line-up

Bob Goodman, President, The UConn Club
Ben Kirtland, Assistant Director of Athletics for Development,
University of Connecticut

Tim Tolokan, Associate Director of Athletics for Communications,
University of Connecticut

Lew Perkins, Director of Athletics, University of Connecticut

The UConn Club "Outstanding Senior Athlete" Awards
David DeArmas (football)
Jamelle R. Elliott (women’s basketball)
Ryan M. Equale (ice hockey)
Wilbur Gilliard (football)
Heather J. Kohnken (volleyball)
Tara J. Morris (field hockey)
Monte V. Nowden (football)
Christy L. Rowe (women’s soccer)
Jennifer A. Salamon (women'’s swimming & diving)

The UConn Club "Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete” Awards
Jeffery R. Coles (football)
Tara C. Diachenko (women’s swimming & diving)
Karen E. Fish (women’s swimming & diving)
Lise-Helene Heroux (women’s tennis)
Travis J. Knight (men’s basketball)
Kathryn G. O’Toole (women’s cross country & track & field)
Jennifer M. Rizzotti (women’s basketball)
Doron Sheffer (men’s basketball)
Kimberly A. Yeager (field hockey)

The UConn Club "Outstanding Contribution" Award
Leonidas Tsantiris *77

The UConn Club "Red O’Neill" Award
J. Brian Smith 65

* * Special Recognitions * *

Men’s Basketball Men’s Swimming & Diving
Women’s Basketball Women’s Swimming & Diving
Women’s Soccer Men’s Track & Field

Softball Women’s Track & Field



THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT
STUDENT-ATHLETES,
COACHES AND
THE DIVISION OF ATHLETICS

SALUTE

THE UCONN CLUB FOR
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

. THANK YOU!




The Red O’Neill Story

The development of an award in Red O’Neill’s memory did not occur accidentally. For
two years, a UConn Club award committee researched various possibilities. Despite the many
alumni considered, all signs pointed to the redhead as the man who combined the highest
attributes of character, leadership, athletic ability and, later, a successful career.

The O’Neill Award is given annually to UConn graduates who have gone from the athletic
Jields to distinguish themselves in their chosen careers.

As an outstanding athlete, Red had to overcome the severe handicap of a silver plate in
his right arm, the result of a World War I wound. In 1924, he was the captain and fullback of
the only unbeaten football team in UConn history.

As a student he was brilliant, receiving top honors, and after graduation in 1925, he went
to Yale Medical School. Red became a well-known surgeon, and in his later years, he was
admired for his work in obstetrics. Red gave 23 years of his life to medicine before passing
away in 1955.
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The UConn Club Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete Awards

Recipients of this award have brought regional and national attention to the University
of Connecticut through meritorious athletic achievement in their respective sports. The student-
athletes have also demonstrated outstanding academic success throughout their undergraduate
career.
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The UConn Club Outstanding Senior Athlete Awards

Recipients of this award have brought regional and national attention to the University
of Connecticut through meritorious athletic achievement in their respective sports.
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The UConn Club

The UConn Club, which operates in compliance with all the rules and regulations of the National
Collegiate Athletic Association was originally founded in 1953. In the 25th Silver Anniversary
year, 1978, The UConn Club officers and Board of Directors revised their charter and joined
the new UConn Athletic Development Fund. This was the beginning of a new UConn Club, an
organization of loyal and dedicated alumni, parents, and friends of the University of Connecticut
who wish to express their support to the University through their particular interest in UConn
Athletics. UConn Club membership is open to alumni and non-alumni.
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Red O’Neill Award
J. Brian Smith
Class of ‘65

As a football standout during his undergraduate years at Connecticut, and as a business
leader and UConnloyalist since his collegiate days, J. Brian Smith has been a success story.

When anyone mentions long-time Husky fans, “Smitty” will top all lists. And, when anyone
mentions the Red O’'Neill-type attributes of character, leadership, athletic ability and, later,
a successful career, J. Brian Smith is a perfect fit.

Brian first arrived on the Storrs campus in the fall of 1961 and was a standout member
of UConn's freshman football team which posted a perfect 4-0 record. For the next three
seasons, he was a regular on the UConn varsity football team despite numerous injuries
which troubled him throughout his college career. As a fullback, Brian led the Huskies in
rushing as a junior (carries and yards) and as a senior (average carry). He totaled 144 carries
from his fullback spot for 557 yards (3.9 average).

Following graduation from UConn’s School of Business Administration in 1965, he began
his current highly-successful career in the insurance business. In 1967, his second year in business, he qualified for the prestigious
Million Dollar Round Table—and he has remained a member of that elite group of insurance executives for 29 consecutive years.

In 1972, he was one of the co-founders of the Smith Brothers Insurance Co., a large independent insurance agency. In 1974,
he was honored with the “Agent of the Year” award by the Underwriters Service Agency.

During his very busy professional career, Brian Smith has always found time to follow the Huskies. He served on the Board of
Directors of The UConn Club for 20 years. He's been Chairman of the annual UConn Club Golf Tournament for many years, and
he served as Chairman of the annual UConn Club Awards Dinner for a number of years.

Born and raised in Hartford and a graduate of Hartford Public High School, Brian moved to South Windsor in 1978 and has been
a very active member of that community. He has been a coach in the sports of football, basketball, and baseball on the youth level
in South Windsor and also found time to serve as a volunteer football coach at both South Catholic High School and South Windsor
High School.

For many years, Smith’s been a key member at Ellington Ridge Country Club, serving on the Club's Board of Directors for 12
years and handling the duties of President from 1982-84.

Brian is a founder of the Bank of South Windsor and presently serves as a Director.

He and his wife, Karen, reside in South Windsor, CT with their six children: Christine, Kerri, Megan, Brian, J. Brian and Scott.

Congratulations to Brian & all the Great Athletes
from Brother Bob & all of us at SBI
Thanks for the Thrills, the Laughs, and your Friendship

Smith Brothers Insurance, Inc.
1209 John Fitch Boulevard (860)528-9147
South Windsor, CT 06074 (860)528-7568 FAX
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Outstanding Contribution Award
Leonidas (Len) Tsantiris '77

During the past 15 years, Len Tsantiris' contributions to the University of Connecticut,
its Division of Athletics, and the intercollegiate women's soccer world are tremendous.
Under his direction since 1981, the UConn women's soccer program has developed into
aperennial national power. In 1981, Tsantiris, then a highly successful scholastic soccer
coach at nearby E.O. Smith High School where he led the Panthers to three state titles,
took over the reigns of the women's soccer program at his alma mater, and has helped
create collegiate women's soccer history since then.

Tsantiris has guided the Huskies to 15 consecutive national post-season tournaments
-- to the final AIAW National Tournament in 1981 and then to each NCAA National
Tournament Championship from 1982 to 1995. In this span, his Huskies have advanced
to six national semifinals (the final four), one in AIAW play and five in NCAA Tournament
action. In a display of UConn's national program consistency and prominence, there
have been only two schools invited to every national women's soccer tournament since
1981 --- Connecticut and North Carolina.

Tsantiris, a 1977 graduate of the University with a bachelor's degree in physical education and a varsity soccer letterwinner under
current men's soccer head coach Joe Morrone, has registered a superb overall UConn coaching record of 244 wins, 64 losses and
18 ties, giving him a winning percentage of 77.6 percent. Going into the 1996 fall season, his Huskies have averaged an impressive
16.3 victories per season. During the 1993 campaign, he reached a milestone, becoming only the second coachin Division | Women's
Soccer history to reach the 200-win plateau after posting a 17-6-1 overall record. Entering the 1996 season, he ranks second in NCAA
Division | women's soccer all-time victories behind Anson Dorrance of North Carolina.

During his 15-year tenure, the Huskies have been crowned NCAA Division | Northeast Champions eight times (1982, 1983, 1984,
1987, 1989, 1990, 1994 and 1995). The 14 national tournament appearances under Tsantiris have resulted in an impressive three
consecutive national championship semifinal appearances in 1982, 1983 and 1984 and two more appearances, in 1990 and 1994.
The Huskies were NCAA Tournament runner-up in 1984 and again in 1990. UConn advanced to the NCAA quarterfinals (final eight)
in 1986, 1987, 1991, 1993 and 1995.

This past season, Tsantiris led his squad to the NCAA national quarterfinals before the Huskies bowed out with a 2-0 loss to
eventual NCAA National Champion Notre Dame. In what some called a "rebuilding year" for UConn, he crafted a team featuring 12
underclassmen into one of the most explosive squads in the country. The Huskies set or tied numerous UConn women'’s soccer
records, including tying the single-season wins mark with 19 (finishing 19-3-2 overall), and setting team marks for most goals (85),
assists (100), consecutive wins (16) and consecutive shutouts (9). Tsantiris also kept UConn atop the charts in the Northeast Region
as UConn went 13-1-0 against teams in the Northeast.

As the architect of the Connecticut Women's Soccer program, Tsantiris was honored as the NCAA Division | Northeast Coach-
of-the-Year three times (1983, 1987, 1995), as voted by his peers in the National Soccer Coaches Association of America, and the
BIG EAST Coach of the Year in 1995, as voted by his peers in the Conference.

Both his 1982 and 1983 Connecticut squads completed the regular season with undefeated records and the No. 1 ranking in
the final NCAA National Top 20 poll, earning the top seed in their respective NCAA national tournaments. In 1982, the Huskies went
14-0-1 in regular season play while the 1983 squad fashioned an 18-0-1 record at the end of the regular season and finished the
season with a school-record 19 wins (19-2-1).

In 1983, he was awarded the Jorgensen Award, which is given by the UConn Alumni Association to an alumnus who has made
outstanding contributions to the improvement of intercollegiate athletics at UConn.

Tsantiris holds an "A" coaching license from the United States Soccer Federation and serves on numerous soccer boards and
organizations. The Chairman of the ISAA "Senior Bowl" Selection Committee, he also is a member of the NCAA New England
Regional Soccer Rating Committee and a member of the Connecticut Soccer Ambassadors, a state-wide organization created to
promote soccer at all levels.

A soccer standout at UConn, he received All-New England and All-Yankee Conference honors. During his four varsity seasons,
the Huskies qualified for the NCAA national tournament three times, advancing to the national quarterfinalsin 1971 and 1974. Upon
graduation from UConn, Tsantiris played professional soccer with the Connecticut Yankees in the former American Soccer League.

He and his wife, Susan, reside in West Hartford, CT with their son Christian, 11; and daughters: Kristina, 9, and Catherine, 6.
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Outstanding Contribution Award
Leonidas (Len) Tsantiris '77

During the past 15 years, Len Tsantiris' contributions to the University of Connecticut,
its Division of Athletics, and the intercollegiate women's soccer world are tremendous.
Under his direction since 1981, the UConn women's soccer program has developed into
aperennial national power. In 1981, Tsantiris, then a highly successful scholastic soccer
coach at nearby E.O. Smith High School where he led the Panthers to three state titles,
took over the reigns of the women's soccer program at his alma mater, and has helped
create collegiate women's soccer history since then.

Tsantiris has guided the Huskies to 15 consecutive national post-season tournaments
-- to the final AIAW National Tournament in 1981 and then to each NCAA National
Tournament Championship from 1982 to 1995. In this span, his Huskies have advanced
to six national semifinals (the final four), one in AIAW play and five in NCAA Tournament
action. In a display of UConn's national program consistency and prominence, there
have been only two schools invited to every national women's soccer tournament since
1981 --- Connecticut and North Carolina.

Tsantiris, a 1977 graduate of the University with a bachelor's degree in physical education and a varsity soccer letterwinner under
current men'’s soccer head coach Joe Morrone, has registered a superb overall UConn coaching record of 244 wins, 64 losses and
18 ties, giving him a winning percentage of 77.6 percent. Going into the 1996 fall season, his Huskies have averaged an impressive
18.3 victories per season. During the 1993 campaign, he reached a milestone, becoming only the second coachin Division | Women's
Soccer history to reach the 200-win plateau after posting a 17-6-1 overall record. Enteringthe 1996 season, he ranks second in NCAA
Division | women's soccer all-time victories behind Anson Dorrance of North Carolina.

During his 15-year tenure, the Huskies have been crowned NCAA Division | Northeast Champions eighttimes (1982, 1983, 1984,
1987, 1989, 1990, 1994 and 1995). The 14 national tournament appearances under Tsantiris have resulted in an impressive three
consecutive national championship semifinal appearances in 1982, 1983 and 1984 and two more appearances, in 1990 and 1994.
The Huskies were NCAA Tournament runner-up in 1984 and again in 1990. UConn advanced to the NCAA quarterfinals (final eight)
in 1986, 1987, 1991, 1993 and 1995.

This past season, Tsantiris led his squad to the NCAA national quarterfinals before the Huskies bowed out with a 2-0 loss to
eventual NCAA National Champion Notre Dame. In what some called a "rebuilding year" for UConn, he crafted a team featuring 12
underclassmen into one of the most explosive squads in the country. The Huskies set or tied numerous UConn women's soccer
records, including tying the single-season wins mark with 19 (finishing 19-3-2 overall), and setting team marks for most goals (85),
assists (100), consecutive wins (16) and consecutive shutouts (9). Tsantiris also kept UConn atop the charts in the Northeast Region
as UConn went 13-1-0 against teams in the Northeast.

As the architect of the Connecticut Women's Soccer program, Tsantiris was honored as the NCAA Division | Northeast Coach-
of-the-Year three times (1983, 1987, 1995), as voted by his peers in the National Soccer Coaches Association of America, and the
BIG EAST Coach of the Year in 1995, as voted by his peers in the Conference.

Both his 1982 and 1983 Connecticut squads completed the regular season with undefeated records and the No. 1 ranking in
the final NCAA National Top 20 poll, earning the top seed in their respective NCAA national tournaments. In 1982, the Huskies went
14-0-1 in regular season play while the 1983 squad fashioned an 18-0-1 record at the end of the regular season and finished the
season with a school-record 19 wins (19-2-1).

In 1983, he was awarded the Jorgensen Award, which is given by the UConn Alumni Association to an alumnus who has made
outstanding contributions to the improvement of intercollegiate athletics at UConn.

Tsantiris holds an "A" coaching license from the United States Soccer Federation and serves on numerous soccer boards and
organizations. The Chairman of the ISAA "Senior Bowl" Selection Committee, he also is a member of the NCAA New England
Regional Soccer Rating Committee and a member of the Connecticut Soccer Ambassadors, a state-wide organization created to
promote soccer at all levels.

A soccer standout at UConn, he received All-New England and All-Yankee Conference honors. During his four varsity seasons,
the Huskies qualified for the NCAA national tournament three times, advancing to the national quarterfinals in 1971 and 1974. Upon
graduation from UConn, Tsantiris played professional soccer with the Connecticut Yankees in the former American Soccer League.

He and his wife, Susan, reside in West Hartford, CT with their son Christian, 11; and daughters: Kristina, 9, and Catherine, 6.
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Jeffery R. Coles, Jr.
Football -- Philadelphia, PA

As one of tonight's "Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete” recipients, Jeff finishes his
career as a success story bothin and out of the classroom. Jeff was a two-year letterwinner
at strong safety, after transferring to UConn from Temple University following the 1993
season. He played in 21 games for the Huskies, starting 13 of them. Coles made 83
tackles, and had 11 pass breakups. This past fall, he started the first 10 games for the 8-
3 Huskies, missing the season finale against Massachusetts with a broken hand. His best
day on the field came against James Madison in 1994 when he made a career-high eight
tackles.

As a sports medicine/athletic training major at UConn, Jeff has an overall GPA. of 3.109.
He attained Dean's List status at UConn in the fall of 1994, and twice earned mention on
the UConn Director of Athletics Scholar-Athlete Award/ Honor Roll. Jeff also was selected
to the 1995 Yankee Conference Preseason Academic All-Star Team.

A native of Philadelphia, PA, Jeff graduated from Germantown High School where he earned All-Public and All-City honors in
football, and also lettered in track and field.

Tara C. Diachenko
Women's Swimming & Diving -- Bowie, MD

As an "Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete" recipient, Tara has maintained an impres-
sive academic record while developing into a standout performer as a walk-on, non-
scholarship student-athlete. Tara is an Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference (ECAC)
and New England champion in the breaststroke and mediley relay, and her contributions
have helped UConn claim three consecutive ECAC Swimming and Diving Championships
and the New England Championship titles in 1994-95 and 1995-96.

As a physical therapy major at UConn, Tara's academic achievements are highly
impressive. As a freshman, she joined a small and elite group of UConn students admitted
directly into the challenging physcial therapy program from high school. Attaining Dean's
List status five times in her first seven semesters, Tara carries an overall grade point
average of 3.610. Never below a 3.2 GPA for any semester, Tara has had one perfect 4.0
GPA semester and one 3.9 GPA semester. She was a member of the 1994-95 BIG EAST Conference Academic All-Star team and
has received recognition on the UConn Director of Athletics Scholar-Athlete Award/Honor Roll.

During her athletic career, Tara emerged as UConn's top 100 meter breaststroker and swam on the No. 1 medley relay teams.
She was part of three ECAC Champion relay teams - the 200 medley relay titlists in 1995 and 1996, and as a member of the winning
1995 400 medley team. UConn's 1996 200 medley relay quartet also set the ECAC meet record with a time of 1:47.25. She also
earned distinction as a two-time New England champion in the 100 breaststroke as a junior and senior in 1995 and 1996, was a 1995
New England champion as part of the winning 200 medley relay team, and earmed All-BIG EAST honors in the 200 mediey relay
with the Huskies' second place finish at the 1996 conference meet.

A native of Bowie, MD, Tara graduated from Eleanor Roosevelt High School where she was an All-County standout in swimming.
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