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THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT
STUDENT-ATHLETES,
COACHES AND
THE DIVISION OF ATHLETICS

SALUTE

THE UCONN CLUB FOR

YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

THANK YOU!!




The Line-up

Welcome: John Driscoll, President, The UConn Club
Neal Eskin, Assistant Director of Athletics for Development,
University of Connecticut

Remarks: Lew Perkins, Director of Athletics, University of Connecticut

Master of Ceremonies: Tim Tolokan, Associate Director of Athletics for Communications,
University of Connecticut

Presentations: The UConn Club “Outstanding Contribution” Award
Peter W. McFadden, Ph.D.

The UConn Club “Red O'Neill”” Award
Benjamin B. Kirtland 79, ‘83

Special Recognition
All-American Honors

The UConn Club “Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete” Awards
Craig T. Kelly (men’s track & field)
Greg A. Metro (golf)
Peter G. Schrader (men’s swimming)
Sara E. Whalen (women's soccer)

Team Recognition

Men’s Basketball Women's Soccer
Women’s Basketball Softball ’97

Field Hockey Men’s Track & Field
Golf Women’s Track & Field

The UConn Club “Outstanding Senior Athlete” Awards
Brian T. Ahern (golf)
TaVarr M. Closs (football)
Joanne E. Durant (women’s track & field)
Mongquencio R. Hardnett (men’s basketball)
Eric Linkowski (ice hockey)
William J. Rich (baseball)
Nykesha S. Sales (women’s basketball)
Steven J. Santoli (men’s track & field)
Sean M. Tedesco (men’s swimming)
Rita D. Williams (women’s basketball)

Michael P. Russo 34 Randolph Avenue
Thomaston, CT 06787

SPORTS ARTIST
(860) 283-1017
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Be sure to watch Noah Finz Sports on WTNH - News Channel 8, weekdays at 6 & 11pm.




The Red O'Neill Story

The development of an award in Red O'Neill's memory did not occur accidentally. For two
years, a UConn Club award committee researched various possibilities. Despite the many alumni
considered, all signs pointed to the Redhead as the man who combined the highest attributes of
character, leadership, athletic ability and, later, a successful career.

The O'Neill Award is given annually to UConn graduates who have gone from the athletic
Jields to distinguishthemselves in their chosen careers.

As an outstanding athlete, Red had to overcome the severe handicap of a silver plate in his
right arm, the result of a World War I wound. In 1924, he was the captain and fullback of the only
unbeaten football team in UConn history.

As a student he was brilliant, getting top honors. After graduationin 1925, he went to Yale

Medical School. As a surgeon he was well known. In his later years, he was known for his work in
obstetrics. He gave 23 years of his life to medicine before passing away in 1955.
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The UConn Club Outstanding Senior Scholar Athlete Awards

Recipients of this award have brought regional and national attention to the University of
Connecticut through meritorious athletic achievement in their respective sports. The student-
athletes have also demonstrated outstanding academic success throughout their undergraduate
career.

P Pt Pt St SN vt Pt g et Pt Pt Pat Pt St Pt St it ot et St ot P~ ~t S~

The UConn Club Outstanding Senior Athlete Awards

Recipients of this award have brought regional and national attention to the University of
Connecticut through meritorious athletic achievement in their respective sports.
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The UConn Club

The UConn Club, which operates in compliance with all the rules and regulations of the
National Collegiate Athletic Association was originally founded in 1953. In the 25th Silver
Anniversary year, 1978, the UConn Club officers and Board of Directors rewrote their charter and
Jjoined the new UConn Athletic Development Fund. This was the beginning of a new UConn Club,
an organization of loyal and dedicated alumni, parents, and friends of the University of
Connecticut who wish to express their support to the University through their particular interest in
UConn Athletics. UConn Club membership is open to alumni and non-alumni.
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Qutstanding Contribution Award
Peter W. McFadden, Ph.D., '54

Peter McFadden’s numerous conftributions to the University of Connecticut
date back to the 1980s, and included in those contributions have been his
tireless efforts to facilitate interaction between UConn's Division of Athlefics,
the University’s academic community, and the office of the University Presi-
dent.

From 1989, until recently retiring from his post, Peter McFadden served as
Execufive Assistant to the President of the University of Connecticut and Ex-
ecutive Secretary fo the UConn Board of Trustees. In those posts, he was the
primary contact and day-to-day liaison between the President and Board of
Trustees with the Division of Athletics.

"Peter McFadden has been a wonderful colleague who has provided me
and the entire Division of Athletics with invaluable guidance,” said Connecti-
cut Director of Athletics Lew Perkins. “Peter has played a major role in helping
us build a strong working relationship and day-fo-day interaction with both the Office of the President and the
University's academic community.”

Along with his many other duties at Connecticut, Peter McFadden found time in his busy schedule to serve as
Chairman of UConn’s NCAA Cerfification Committee. That group has worked with the NCAA in providing all
necessary information in the accreditation process for the University of Connecticut Division of Athletics.

A native of Connecticut, having been raised in Stamford and Middletown, Peter McFadden graduated from
UConn with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1954. He immediately joined the faculty at Con-
necticut as an Assistant Instructor feaching mechanical drawing and laboratories. In 1956, he joined the faculty
of the School of Mechanical Engineering at Purdue University as an instructor while working on his Ph.D. At Purdue,
he tfaught thermodynamics and laboratories until he received his Ph.D., at which time he was promoted to the
rank of Assistant Professor.

Professor McFadden's teaching and research interests at Purdue revolved around the areas of heat and
mass fransfer, During the 1960-61 academic year, he was a Ford Foundation Fellow residing in the Swiss Federal
Institute in Zurich, researching two-phase cryogenic phenomena. He returned to Purdue in 1961 and directed
the Heat Transfer Laboratory. In 1965, he was promoted to the rank of Professor and was named head of the
School of Mechanical Engineering.

In the summer of 1970, Peter McFadden returned to his alma mater when he accepted the position as Dean
of UConn’s School of Engineering. During his 15 years as Dean at Connecticut, Professor McFadden's research
interests shiffed toward applying heat fransfer technology to energy conservation and applications in com-
puter-aided design. Following his tenure as Dean, he became the fund-raising officer for the School of Engineer-
ing. In his three years in that post, he raised the matching funds for the United Technologies Engineering Building,
along with funds for other academic projects.

Prior fo accepting his position as Executive Assistant to the President and Executive Secretary to the Board of
Trustees, Peter served as Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs for a semester, serving as the first Provost
af UConn in almost twenty years.

As he completes his distinguished career of dedicated service to higher education and fo the University of
Connecticut, the UConn Division of Athletics and The UConn Club pay tribute fo Peter McFadden, a valued
special friend and a true *Outstanding Confributor.”
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Red O’Neill Award
Benjamin B. (Ben) Kirtland '79, ‘83

As a standout student-athlete during his undergraduate days, as a head
coach of UConn’s ice hockey and tennis teams, and as an important mem-
ber of the Huskies’ athletics administration, Ben Kirtland and the University of
Connecticut have been superb “teammates” for 22 years.

Ben’s numerous accomplishments during his tenure at UConn truly mirror
the Red O’Neill-type atiributes of character, leadership, athletic ability...and
a successful professional career.

A native of Norwalk, Connecticut, Ben Kirtland first arrived on the Storrs cam-
pus in the fall of 1975. He quickly became a key member of the UConn ice
hockey team and in 1978-79 served as Husky captain. He established a then
school record 29 assists in his senior season and totaled 59 assists during his
collegiate career.

After one year (1979-80) as the head hockey coach at Brien McMahon High School in Norwalk, he joined
UConn’s athietics staff as assistant ice hockey coach in 1980. In October of 1981, at age 25, Ben Kirtland took
over as head coach of the UConn ice hockey program. He served in that capacity for seven seasons, guiding
the Huskies to the first three ECAC (Eastern College Athletic Conference) playoff appearances (1985, 1986, 1987)
in the history of the sport at Connecticut. During his tenure as head ice hockey coach, Ben produced three
UConn All-Americans and one National Hockey League (NHL) athlete as well as founding the highly-successful
"Friends of Connecticut Ice Hockey” booster club.

After three years as head coach of ice hockey, in June of 1984, Ben took on additional responsibilities as head
coach of men’s tennis at Connecticut, and he served in that role for nine years.

In June of 1988, after stepping down as head coach of ice hockey, Ben joined Dee Rowe's staff as Assistant
Director of Athletic Development at Connecticut. Following a five-year period serving as Dee’s associate in the
fund-raising arena, Ben took over the reins of the University of Connecticut Athletic Development Fund (UCADF).

In his role as UConn's Assistant Director of Athletics for Development, Ben Kirtland has ranked among the
nation’s top collegiate fund-raising specialists. He increased annual giving to UCADF by 180% (from $2 million in
1992 to $5.6 million in 1998) while coordinating the efforts and activities of the 4,000-member UConn Club. Ben's
efforts have helped increase athletic endowments by 86% since 1992 (to its current level of $13 million).

Just prior fo stepping down from his post at Connecticut, Ben raised in excess of $750,000 from private con-
tributors to supplement state funds for the current construction of UConn’s new on-campus Ice Arena.

In March of 1998, Ben was tapped by "The V Foundation” in North Carolina to serve as the organization’s
President and chief fund-raiser. His efforts will now generate dollars to support cancer research in memory of the
late Jim Valvano.

Ben Kirtland's 20-plus years of experience with his various duties at the University of Connecticut have pre-
pared him very well to take on his new and exciting professional challenges.

Ben and his wife Mary Jean ('83) have four sons, Benjamin (age 11). Paul (9), Patrick (7) and John (7).

The Division of Athletics and The UConn Club offer a heartfelt “thank you” to Ben Kirtland, a valued colleague
and friend, for his many contributions to the success story that is Connecticut Athletics.

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
21 Tolland Turnpike, Rt. 83
Manchester, CT 06040 » (203) 646-7454

STEPHEN CHUCK
President

Congratulations Ben
and all other award recipients!
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Outstanding Senior Scholar-Athlete
Men’s Track & Field
Craig T. Kelly-Ellington, CT

As a co-captain of the men’s track & field team, Craig Kelly has flourished in
both the classroom and the field. Kelly is a Dietetics major who has maintained
excellent academic standing with a 3.555 total GPA which helped him earn a
spot on the 1996-97 BIG EAST Academic All-Star team. Craig has also excelled
in his athletic pursuits, making his mark as one of the top performers in the BIG
EAST and New England in the javelin.

In 1997, Kelly earned All-BIG EAST honors in the javelin with a runner-up finish
at the outdoor championships. He also shattered the five-year-old UConn-
schoolrecordinthejavelinin 1997 withatossof211°11”, breaking the oldrecord
by 10 feet. Kelly will be atop contender for a BIG EAST crown in the javelin in the
upcoming oufdoor championships.

Craigis anative of Elington, CT, where he attended Ellington High School and captured state individual titles
in both the javelin and discus.

Outstanding Senior Scholar-Athlete
Golf
Greg A. Metro - Shelton, CT

An "Outstanding Senior Scholar-Athlete,” Greg is the 1998 tri-captain of the
varsity golf team and a four-year letterwinner for head coach Joe Giannelli.

A 1997 Golf Coaches Association of America All-F-American Scholar, Metroled
UConn with feam-low stroke averages for both the fall *96 and spring ‘97 seasons.
Inthe spring of 1997, Greg had a 76.9 average and a career-best round of 69 at
the Rhode Island Invitational. His fall 1996 stroke average was 75.2, while leading
UConn with a 74-76 eighth place finish at the New England Championships. As
a freshman, Metro averaged a 77 per round, third lowest on the team.

In 1997, Greg was had the second best average in New England, ranking him
second among New England golfers. Metro has been named to the All-New
England and All-BIG EAST Golfteams and competedin the 1997 NCAA Regionals.

Metro was also a medallist at the presfigious Rhode Island and Big Five Invitationals. As a junior, Greg finished
in the top-five in five invitationals with his highest finish of 2nd Place at the Toski Invitational.

Amember of the Dean’slist each semester at UConn, Metro has also been distinguished as a University Scholar,
the highest academic accolade awarded at the University of Connecticut.

Anafive ofShelton, CT, Greg attended Shelton High School andis currently pursuing a Business degree at UConn.,
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Outstanding Senior Scholar-Athlete
Men'’s Swimming
Peter G. Schrader-Newington, CT

An "Outstanding Senior Scholar-Athlete,” P.G. has left an indelible mark on
the Connecticut Swimming and Diving program through his five years of
participation. Consistently among the program’s top swimmers, he has pro-
duced an outfstanding career both in the pool and in the classroom.

Since receiving his undergraduate degree in Education in the spring of 1997,
P.G. has enrolled as a graduate student in the school of Education with @
concentration on Math Education. He finished his undergraduate work with a
cumulative GPA of 3.151 and a departmental GPA of 3.485 and received both
the Don Kinsman Award and the CPIA Academic Excellence Award in 1997,
P.G. is a two-fime BIG EAST Academic All-Star and has been nominated by
UConn for the NACDA Pre-Season Games Scholar Athlete Award.

In addition to all these honors, he is president of the Student Athlete Advisory
Council, the student representative to the UConn Athletic Advisory Board, the University’'s student representative to
the BIG EAST Athletics Advisory Board and has contributed volunteer time to the Hole in the Walll Gang camp.

His accomplishmentsin the pool mirror those he has attained as a scholar. The 1998 BIG EAST Champion in the
100-yard backstroke, P.G. is a 10-time ECAC Champion, 10-time New England Champion and holds meet records
in both the New England and ECAC Conference Championships. As the UConn varsity captain in 1996-97, he
placedsixth in the 1997 US National Championships. marking the highest finish in the history of the UConn Swimming
and Diving program. The 1996 New England and ECAC Swimmer of the Year, P.G. has held or holds five individual
UConn records and is a member of every record-holding UConn relay team.

A native of Newington, CT, P.G. is a graduate of Suffield High School.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulates Dr. Peter W. McFadden, ’54,
Benjamin B. Kirtland *79, ’83 and all of the award recipients.
And, recognizes all of the athletic teams for another
great season of success.

Keep in touch - 1-888-UC-ALUM-1
(822-5861)

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE < SCHOOL OF DENTAL MEDICINE ¢ UCONN HEALTH SYSTEM

UN"IVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT HEALTH CENTER

A Shared Commitment
to Excellence

The faculty, students, and staff of the UConn Health Center daily
pursue excellence in health-care education, biomedical research
and patient services. We salute the 1998 UConn Club Award
Winners - and their attainment of excellence in athletic and
academic endeavors. We are especially proud to work with Ben

Kirtland in the fight against cancer.



Outstanding Senior Scholar-Athlete
Women'’s Soccer
Sara E. Whalen - Greenlawn, NY

An "Qutstanding Senior Scholar-Athlete,” Sara completed her final year of
collegiate competitionin 1997, a career which will see herleave Connecticut as
the most decorated athlete in UConn women's soccer history.

A three-time women’s soccer All-American, Whalen was also hamed the
NCAA Division | “National Player of the Year” by the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America (NSCAA). She was also recognized as the Honda Cup
National Player of the Year.

Whalen ledthe 1997 UConn women’s soccer team to asingle-season school
record 23 wins and a spot in the NCAA Division | National Championship game.
Connecticut concluded the 1997 season with an overall record of 23-4. The
"National Player of the Year" honor for Whalen, as awarded by the NSCAA,
marks the first time a UConn women'’s soccer star has received the award.

Whalen led Connecticut with 64 points (21 goals, 22 assists) on the year, 2nd best in the nation. Her 22 assists
also ranks her No. 2 in the country for that category. Early in the 1997 season, Whalen made the transition from her
more traditional post in the UConn defense (where she was selected a two-time First-Team All-American at back)
to anew post in the UConn offense as a forward. The move paid dividends for Connecticut as Whalen had both
goalsin UConn’'s 2-1 National semifinal upset win over previously unbeaten Notre Dame, advancing UConn fo the
National Championship game. Connecticut fell to North Carolina 2-0 in the NCAA Championship game.

In 1997, Whalen was tabbed First Team All-American as a forward, marking the third consecutive season she
was a First-Team All-America selection.  Among her accomplishments in 1997, Whalen was named Soccer
America Magazine's National Player of the Year, the Connecticut Sportswriters” Aliance Female Athlete of the
Year, a First-Team All-BIG EAST Selection, a First Team All-New England selection, Missouri Athletic Club National
Player of the Year finalist, Hermann Award National Player of the Year finalist, Soccer Digest Magazine's "Best
collegiate soccer player in America®, and USA Today’s "Most Versatile Player”.

Whalen concluded her Husky career rewriting the Connecticutrecord books. Sheis the school’s all-time leader
in games played with 99, starting every contest. Her 64 points in 1997 is a new UConn single-season record, and
her 21 goals and 22 assists are the most ever by a UConn senior. Whalen currently stands No. 2 on UConn’s all-time
career assists list and is No. 7 on UConn'’s career points list.

A 1997 co-captain, Whalen is a psychology major at Connecticut andis scheduled to graduate in May of 1998.
A four-year Ali-League selection at Harborfields High School, Whalen is currently a member of the United States
National Team.

We Proudly Support and Present UCONN Athletics
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(5( Hartford Civic Center
9 Managed by MADISON SOUARE GRADEN

(Voted “Best Arena for Sports in Connecticut” in the 1998 Hartford Advocate’s “Best Of” reader’s poll.)
Connecticut’s premiere sports and entertainment destination since 1975.

For Event Information: (860) 727-8010 TicketMaster Charge by Phone (860) 525-4500
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CONNECTICUT’S SPORTS

LEADER

CONGRATULATES THE LEADERS
OF TOMORROW!

GOOD LUCK TO ALL UCONN
SCHOLAR-ATHLETES

Perseverance.

Coach’s Sports Bar & Grille would like to
congratulate all the award recipients for their
perseverance and dedication, as they weathered
the “Red Storm” and withstood the “Hurricanes” to
achieve their goals and fulfill their ambitions.




Outstanding Senior Athlete
Golf
Brian T. Ahern - West Hartford, CT

An "Qutstanding Senior Athlete,” Brian finishes his career as one of the most
honored golfers in the history of the UConn program. Brian has made his mark in
fournaments against BIG EAST, New England and ECAC competition and
proven to be at the top of the field in all groups.

In 1994, Ahern was the medadalist af the BIG EAST Golf Championship and set
the record for the lowest round ever with a 69. His two-day total of 144 was also
arecord, as he led the Huskies to a first-ever BIG EAST Golf Championship with
UConn sefting a record score of 584,

Also in 1994, Ahern shot a 71-72--143 in helping lead UConn to its third New
England Intercollegiate Title. Ahern capped the season by being named to the
1994 NCAA Division | All-New England Golf Team.

Inthe 1994 ECAC Southern New England Quadlifier, Ahern recorded his career low 68, just one year after leading
the 1993 tournament with around of 75. Ahern led UConn fo seven top-ten tournament finishes in 1994, shooting
the feam’s low score each time.

Ahern averaged a team-best 74.5 stroke average in the fall of 1995, including earning medalist honors for his
71-72--143 performance at the New Hampshire Invitational. Ahern was ranked 50th in the nation in the Rolex
Collegiate Rankings during the fall of 1995. Ahern also shot a 71-76--147, which was good for second place at the
1995 BIG EAST Championships.

A native of West Hartford, CT, Ahern attended Hall High School and is currently pursuing a degree in Political
Science at Connecticut.

Outstanding Senior Athlete
Football
TaVarr M. Closs - Hartford, CT

TaVarr finishes his outstanding career at UConn as one of the top linemen in
the school’s history and in the nation. TaVarr earned recognition across the
nation as one of the top collegiate linemen and was honored in 1997 with a spot
in the prestigious Blue-Gray All-Star Game, played on Christmas Day, which
annually features the top collegiate prospectsin ashowcase for scouts from the
National Football League.

TaVarr earned All-America honors at offensive tackle as both ajunior in 1996
and as a senior in 1997, one of only four players across the country to earn such
honors in both 1996 and 1997. In doing so, TaVarr became only the second two-
fime All-American in UConn Football History, joining former Husky standout Mark
Didio (1990 & 1991).

TaVarr appeared in 43 games over his four-year career, starting 38 of those
contesfs. As a Senior in 1997, Closs was everybody’s All-American, earning a spot on the following five national
squads: American Football Coaches Association, Associated Press, ESPN/SportsTicker, Sports Network and Don
Hansen’s Football Gazette. He was also named First Team All-Atlantic 10, First Team Al-ECAC and First Team All-New
England.

In 1996, Tavarr was honored by the Associated Press and American Football Quarterly Magazine with selection
to their All-American teams, while also earning First Team All-Yankee Conference and All-New England honors. As
a sophomore in 1995, Closs was a third feam All-Yankee Conference pick.

Clossis anative of Hartford, CT, where he attended Hartford Public High School. He is currently pursuingadegree
in Communication Sciences at UConn,
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